
Society of TELEVISION LIGHTING AND DESIGN
36th Annual General Meeting

Held at the Hospital Club London, Thursday 11th March 2010

Meeting opened 19:20
The Chairman welcome members to the 36th STLD AGM.

Members Present :

Paul Middleton, Ian Hillson, Richard Bowles, Stuart Gain, Mike LeFevre, Bernie Davis, Iain Davidson, John 
O'Brien, Andrew Harris, Lee Allen, Roger Francis, Richard Broadhurst, Bob Anderson, Martin Kisner, Andrew 
Dixon, Dan Cranefield, Bill Dudman, Clive Guilliver, Chris Davies, Richard Pattimore, Jeremy Hoare, Ewan 
Macdonald, Arthur Pigott, Grant Feltham, Arthur Piggott, Tom Kaye.

Sponsors Present :

Mark White (ETC), Joe Bleasdale (Compulite), Ruth Rossington & Jane Cockburn (Plasa).

Apologies from :

Rob Horne, Mike Baker, Ian Dow, Romilly Meager, Rick Dines, Duncan Brown, Dave Roberts, Alan 
Bermingham, Rickie Gauld, Bert Wilkins, John Watt, John King, Geoff Thonger,Tim Hall, Peter Philipson, 
Mark Fowler, Jonathan Taylor, Dave Clements, Daniel Martin, Dudley Darby, Matthew Cowles, Russell 
Payne, Dave Stevens, Gordon Smith,  Alan Woolford.

Chairman's Report :
Firstly can I just start by thanking The Hospital for making us feel most welcome here and allowing us to hold 
our AGM in this excellent Theatre. Many thanks to Ann-Marie, Simone, Dom and Lolo and everyone at the 
Hospital as well as our own Ian Hillson for doing all the liaison work

Since doing my report last year we have held seven committee meetings and organized or been associated 
with some eleven meetings. Increasing use of email has meant that as a committee, meeting every six 
weeks or so, rather than monthly, is sufficient and saves money in expenses.

The year started very well with an excellent return trip to Italy to visit Clay Paky. As well as the superb Italian 
hospitality the main idea of this visit was to see RAI (The Italian BBC) in Milan and to meet a number of 
Italian Lighting Directors. This proved to be most interesting and made us realize what it was like to be staff 
again. We are hoping to invite them over here, but at the moment trying to get them to commit, all being 
Staff, is more difficult than you would think. Our thanks go to Clay Paky, especially Enrico, who is the most 
fabulous host, and to Bernie for liaising from this end.

The other big event in May was Showlight. This proved to be a fantastic event and we managed to sponsor 
10 STLD members to attend. I would thoroughly recommend it to anyone who has not been before and look 



forward to the next one in four years time. My congratulations go to Ian Dow and his team for a really well 
organized Showlight.

Next we had a Grading Meeting at Quantel. This was very informative and generated a good article for the 
magazine. Our thanks go to Paul Middleton for setting this one up.

June saw the annual events of the ABTT trade show and Ravensbourne College Rave on Air, both of which 
had representation by the STLD.

The unexpected success of the year was the BS7909 meeting. We felt we should be doing something about 
this by providing information to members and after not really finding a good way to “Sex Up” the meeting we 
opted to bribe the membership with one of Andrew Dixon’s Class Venues with a decent meal thrown in. This, 
the committee felt would at least give us 20 to 30 people attending and make it look like a reasonable 
meeting and generate the all important article for the magazine. As it was over 60 members applied and 
created one of the most memorable meeting for sometime. Our thanks go to Dave Roberts for giving the talk 
and our very own purveyor of fine “winning and dinning” Mr. Andrew Dixon.

The second Knights of Illumination Awards took place in September and proved to be another fantastic 
event. This is becoming one of the highlights of the lighting world calendar and one the STLD is proud to be 
associated with. The third annual awards will take place on 12th September and we hope members will be 
keen to nominate programmes where they feel the lighting is worthy of recognition. Again this year Bernie 
Davis will be taking charge of the process of collating nominations for the awards and I will be acting as 
Chairman of the Judging Panel for the TV Section.

Following on from the Awards we again had a very successful PLASA Show at Earls Court and I thank Paul 
Middleton for putting together a really excellent stand.

October saw us having a return to the Kew Steam Museum where we had our annual Sponsors Evening. 
This is open to all sponsors and members and is an opportunity for us all to meet up, exchange ideas, find 
out the latest gossip and have an excellent evening together. 

Early this year we had a visit to the NPL at Teddington, which was much enjoyed by those who were able to 
take the half-day off to go. The main aim of this visit was to find out more about the ramifications of the new 
EU directive towards exposure to lighting radiation, which will impact on our working practices.

The year finished with another successful BVE exhibition where we again had a stand

I would like to thank the whole committee for all their work they have put in during the year. I would 
particularly like to thank Mike Le Fevre, Treasurer and Vice Chairman, who continues to be a prudent 
Treasurer on your behalf and has had the added pressure of becoming Freelance during the year which has 
made the job twice as hard. 

Richard Bowles took on the role of Secretary last year and proved to be very efficient as well as being one 
half of the web team and also does a great job on the Sponsors' News Page in the Magazine.  

Our sponsor team of Bernie Davis, assisted by Robert Horne, continues to do excellent work and despite the 
credit crunch have managed to keep the majority of our Sponsors on board. Rob also took on the role of 
Membership Secretary and has been liaising with PLASA who are now running our membership database. 
This has proved to be more complicated than we first thought and in hindsight might have been better to 
have initiated after the last round of subscription renewals, however things are now moving forward and we 
hope to be on top of subs very soon. We thank you for your patience, in the meantime, and if you have not 
had a renewal notice you should be receiving one very soon. Whilst on the subject of subscriptions you may 
have noticed there has not been any mention of an increase this year. Although our rates are very good 
value and should be increased the committee felt we should maintain the “status quo” for another year to 
help with the increased financial pressure we are all under. I would however ask all of you to check your 
standing orders to make sure you are paying the correct amounts. This will be £45 for Full Members and £25 
for Affiliates. There are a number of members still only paying £30 for full membership, which does not help 
our financial position at all. 

John King has done an excellent job of getting advertising for the magazine, which has greatly reduced the 
cost of production but he is finding it increasing difficult to get sponsors to commit to advertising as they are 
finding it very tough out there. He has still managed to get commitment from a number of our sponsors, 
whom we are indebted to, but inevitably advertising revenue for the next financial year will be reduced on last 
year. 

The other half of the web team and Chairman’s conscience, Ian Hillson, does an excellent job on the 
committee and also has the added benefit of having extra time on his hands having escaped from the BBC 
after over 40years.

Paul Middleton, continues to look after exhibitions brilliantly and is currently working on another Northern 



Tour Pas Deux due to happen later this year. 

Iain Davidson has been looking after the Magazine both in the Editing and Production a role he has found 
very time consuming, especially when trying to fit this around a full time job. I’m hoping to be able to reduce 
the burden of this during the year but would ask the membership for assistance in this direction. We are 
again going to introduce the role of Guest Editors and would be happy to hear from anyone who would 
interested in volunteering for this. We can offer guidance so you would not be dropped in it, so to speak. If 
you feel you could assist then please get into contact with Ian. Another area, which we are struggling with, is 
articles. Again this is something that we can all assist with and not just leave to a few. There must be many 
articles just waiting to be written out there. If you have done anything which you think would make a good 
article then please put “finger to keyboard” and send it in. If we do not receive editorials we run the risk of 
having a thin uninteresting magazine, which we must not allow to happen given the very high esteem our 
magazine is held in. 

Andrew Harris and Lee Allen have continued to look after Publicity (Andrew doing emails and Lee doing 
paper flyers and additionally doing the diary). The usual plea at this point to make sure we have a correct 
email address for you. If you think you only had a few days notice of this meeting when the flyer came 
through the post, then there is a good chance we don’t have an email address for you. Formal notice of the 
meeting was sent by email and posted on the website. It is our intention to rely on this form of 
communication more and start to phase out postal flyers, so if we do not have your email address you will be 
missing out on important information.

The committee list would not be complete without mentioning Rick Dines, John O’Brien, Mark Fowler and our 
first design committee member Johnathan Taylor all who have proved to be excellent Committee Members.

My aim for this year is to build our membership. The last couple of years have been about changing the 
image and making membership more attractive. Once we have the new membership database fully 
operational with PLASA I will be asking all the membership to actively seek out prospective members and 
sign them up. Our best way of surviving is to increase in number and firmly but the STLD on the map.

I have to finish on a sad note this year as we have lost two of our founder members. John Treays (Member 
Number 1) died last year and was the first Chairman of the society. Earlier this year another legend of the 
lighting world Howard King also passed away. They will both be sorely missed and we pass our sincere 
condolences to there families. 

Proposed : Stuart Gain. Seconded : Ian Hillson. Passed unanimously.

Minutes of the 35rd AGM held on 11th March 2009

Corrections : Section 6 :

Dan CranEfield.

BALD : British Association of Lighting Designers

Proposed : John o'Brien. Seconded : Ian Hillson. Passed unanimously.

Matters Arising :
None.

Treasurer's Report :
This is my sixth AGM treasurer’s report and as usual I admit to “pre show nerves” reporting to you the 
members. The Societies financial year runs from 1 September to 31 August; this being the anniversary of the 
societies formation,  I hope give you all an overview of the state of the Societies finances how things have 
progressed over our last financial year. (2008-2009)

As ever it is the committee’s intention to place the Society’s finances on a sound footing that will enable us to 
expand and continue our range of activities. It is our society and we need your input.



• Headlines: 

Our accountants; Hiller Hopkins LLP (previously known as Burnham’s) have audited our accounts and 
unfortunately we show a loss of £2,284 for the year under review. 

I would like to refer the members to page 2 of the accounts (Trading Profit and loss account) This loss to due 
to several factors:-

 The current “tough” economic climate. This is effecting all of us; from our sponsors, our individual members 
and our clients production budgets!

An increase in STLD meetings held; hence the increase in costs to £12, 656-00 for FY 2008-2009 (An 
increase of  £8,346-00 from the previous year’s figures)

Continued reduction in membership subscriptions.

A reduction in magazine and diary advertising revenues 

We are in reasonable fiscal shape with sound reserves. However we should not be complacent, we need to 
keep the books balanced and look closely at our income streams. For example:-

In January 2008, we placed some of our reserves with the HSBC, in a long-term deposit bond, this is 
attracting an interest rate of 5.44% until 2011. Given 20:20 hindsight and the current economic climate, this 
was a very worthwhile move. This deposit appears in the audited accounts on page 3. I hope that we will be 
able to provide a similar arrangement in 2011. Inshallah!

We continue to be very reliant on our Sponsors. Their generous support in hosting our meetings, advertising 
in the diary & magazine, and their assistance in postage, etc is invaluable. Without their invaluable support, 
we would not be able to host the range of activities that we do

 Our last subscription increase was in November 2003, prior to this increase; rates had had not changed for 
10 years. This was too long a period. Subscription rates will need to rise, not only to cover for past years 
inflation and to allow for the developments outlined in the Chairman’s report and the report above. This will 
allow the Society to be on a sound financial footing for the years to come.

We will continue to keep costs under control, and I will probably be known as “scrooge” by the rest of the 
committee. 

• Membership:

We have received a total of £11,154-00 in member’s subscriptions for year under review; this is a decrease 
on the 2007-2008 figures due to a reduction in our membership base. 

At the 2009 AGM, the committee announced a package of membership benefits through our association with 
the Professional Light and Sound Association (PLASA) Full details of this package are available and we 
would like to encourage our members to make full use of these services.

As I reported last year we need to recruit more members, and to this end to contribute to the Society 
activities and allow us to continue to be the “Voice” of our industry. If you know of any of the lighting or 
production design fraternity that may be interested, please encourage them to join, as I know they will find a 
warm welcome.

• Sponsors & Advertising:

I am delighted to report that we have received a total of £23,382-00 from our sponsors in direct sponsorship. 
Magazine & Diary advertising sales has contributed a total of £11,257-00 in the year under review a slight 
reduction for 2007-2008 figures but a very welcome contribution. This has greatly assisted in offsetting the 
costs of publication of our diary and the magazine. 

I would like to formally, thank all our sponsors for their continued, generous and invaluable support and to 
personally thank John King, Bernie Davis, Rob Horn and Lee Allen for all their efforts on the STLD’s behalf in 
the hard work that is liaising with our sponsors and collating advertising in the magazine and diary. It is not 
that easy, so; thank you all gentlemen!

• Administration costs:

Our administration costs are at similar levels to FY 2007-2008 but we show a slight inflationary increase. It is 
essential to keep tight control on administration costs and to streamline our back office tasks as far as 
possible

• Meetings & Exhibitions: 



Individual meeting costs have continued to rise, we have attempted to hold a wide variety of meetings, 
workshop sessions and have attended several exhibitions. These activities allied to the production of the 
magazine are at the very heart of the Society; we try to give “value” to our members and endeavor to make 
“value” based judgements on all of our activities, not just look at the raw costs.

Members of the committee have organized all of these activities, however we do need your help and one 
area that can be very problematic is staffing exhibition stands. We need your help, so please let the 
committee know if you can assist, or if you have any ideas for meetings or events, please let the committee 
know as your input and assistance is vital and very welcome.

• Magazine & Diary Production Costs:

Magazine production costs have continued to be below or at budget. Major changes in so far that Iain 
Davidson has now taken on the publication and editorial role. Furthermore, we have seen a reduction in the 
number of pages required in each issue, due to a reduction in available content. I know Iain would love 
access to additional material 

• STLD Web site: 

The costs associated in developing and maintaining the Society’s web presence is on budget. This is an 
important area for us, as the site as it is our global presence. 

Sterling work has been undertaken by Ian Hillson, Richard Bowles and John Bowling in giving our web site a 
complete makeover and redesign both the “front end and under the bonnet”  This is a major and much 
needed investment.

I have now bored you to distraction, so time to open this report to the floor, any questions. 

Bill Dudman asked how much of the deficit is due to the the change due to Plasa for membership payments 
and costs?

 The costs were budgeted in advance. We have been affected by the wider changes in the economy, 
particularly in the area of advertising. The financial report covers the year up to the end of August 2009, so 
does not include any losses due to delayed payements with the change to Plasa.

Bob Anderson asked where is increase in the cost of membership services coming from?

 This is the costs of the benefits of the Plasa Inhitive for Full Members (the costs of membership admin is not 
included in the figures under discusion), Showlight registration fees, as well as increase meeting costs, 
compared to the previous year. The cost of membership administration was previously free. Meetings are 
approximatly budget at £1000 per meeting with 12 meetings per year, and occasionally some meetings are 
paid for by the hosts – which can cause considerable variation from year to year. Some meetings have costs 
more which cannot be avoided (e.g. Electricity at Earls Court). The Magazine is a considerable cost, but to 
(say) go down to 2 issues a year instead of 3 would be a very false economy.

Ruth Rossington said : The relationship between PLASA and the STLD is very much viewed as a 
Relationship. At present it is felt that Members are not making full use of the services they provide. Looking 
at opportunties to save costs for the STLD by working together – for example, Magazine publication and 
Joint Meetings. In the future, looking at developing Training and Qualifications, as well as growing the 
membership of the STLD!

Bernie Davis said that small regular increases in subscription fees cause more confusion than occasional 
larger increases – particularly Standing Orders. By comparison the STLD is considerably cheaper than other 
related society. We have adjusted the membership rates from how they used to be, as all members can now 
take the PLASA benefits, so to increase membership rates could be seen as unfair to some members.

Bob Anderson said that he was satisfied with the Treasurer's answers and thanked him for them.

Bernie Davis proposed a vote of thanks to Mike for his tireless work, which was passed with much applause.



Mike thanked Bernie for lumbering him with the job.

Proposed : Mike LeFevre. Seconded : Bill Dudman. Passed Unanimously.

Rule Changes :

• Removal of the catagory of Fellow, due to lack of support and interest.

• Just one Proposer required for Membership, to simplify the process.

• Membership Renewal on the individual anniversary of joining date, instead of October, now possible 
due to improved system.

• Overseas : "Full category" (no Associate).

Proposer : Roger Francis. Seconder : Martin Kisner. Passed Unamiously.

Election of Officers and the New Committee :

As per last year, with the addition of Jonathon Taylor

Proposer : Bob Anderson. Seconder : Clive Guilliver. Passed Unamioulsy.

Appointment of Auditors

It was proposed to stay with the current auditors – Hill Hopkins LLP.

Proposer : Mike LeFevre. Seconded :  Bernie Davis. Passed Unamioulsy.

AOB :
Stuart Gain welcomed Tom Kaye as the latest member to join the society that afternoon.

Mike LeFevre welcomed Ewan Macdonald, a Production Designer from Norwich.

Bill Dudman asked whether sponsors were able to restrict their meetings to active members – wanting to 
avoid being embarrased by going along as a retired member?

The general answer was that it is more important to ensure meetings are well-attended, and people who may 
be retired are still in contact with people who are – and so able to pass on news and information, as well as 
being able to contribute useful and interesting ideas to sponsors, and being more free to attend. One of the 
key aims of all meetings are to reported in the Magazine in any case.

Mark White (ETC) said that as a Sponsor he was very keen for everyone to attend, regardless of their 
current employment status!

Roger Francis asked how you defined retired?

 Stuart Gain explained that its down to the individual, and the rules are clear that retired is catagory is for 
people who are no longer working in the industry.

Roger Francis asked how many Designers have joined so far?

 About 3 so far, about 10 are on the list to persue further. Not just restricted to Art Directors, also Sound 



Supervisors, Cameramen, Make-up.

Iain Davidson said that there is a long-estabilished problem, dateing back to the first issue of the magazine, 
and suffered by all Editors, of getting new contributors to the magazine – although everyone is very keen to 
read it!

 People must be prepared to contribute for the magazine to continue. Does not have to be new material – 
can be old material that inspires people to come up with creative ideas. He made a passionate appeal for 
ideas and contributions – everyone has a story inside them, or can come up with the show or story to which 
we can send a reporter along to.

Bob Anderson put his hand up to write an article – said he would write a thousands words on any subject 
given!

Ian Hillson pointed out how good the covers are on the past magazines, and in particular thanked Iain 
Davidson for his excellent work as Editor, which was greeted with a round of applause!

Meeting Closed : 20.36
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